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Giving Thanks…and 
giving back… 
Every year near Veteran’s Day, we pause to pay our 
respects to the men and women that serve our 
country.  Their commitment and sacrifice has made 
our country what it is today.  Our Wakanda family 
will spend time again this year paying tribute to these 
heroes.  We invite you to join us in our main gym on 

Friday, November 9th at 9:30am as we gather to honor veterans.  As a way to give back, our 
classrooms will be adopting a local veteran stationed overseas and sending him/her a care package.  
Students will be bringing home ideas of items that could be included in the care packages.  We hope 
to wrap up these packages and send them before the end of November.   

Grade Level News… 
Kindergarten has been busy this month learning ways to stay safe at school and at home through 
our fire safety unit.  We were lucky to have the Menomonie Fire Department speak to our 
kindergarten classes and show us their firetruck! We also studied the life cycle of trees and explored 
the various parts of a tree during our adventure to the Environmental Site!  The children enjoyed a 
fun-filled day outdoors! 

First grade had a busy October investigating Weather and Air like scientists 
do. A few favorite explorations included: making parachutes, "air wrestling" 
using syringes and making pinwheels. We ended the month with Pumpkin 
Math! Thanks to the generous donation from Marilyn Fanetti, ALL first 
graders got to take a pumpkin home! 
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Don’t Forget… 
AS THE WEATHER 
TURNS COLDER, 

PLEASE SEND YOUR 
CHILD IN LAYERS…

MITTENS, HATS, AND 
WARM COATS FOR 

OUTDOORS

NOVEMBER 7TH 
FROM 5-8PM… 

4TH GRADE 
HOSTS AT 
Stout Ale 

House  

PTO MEETING  
November 14th @ 

6:30 

Free Childcare 
Provided

Thanksgiving 
Break -        

No School 
NOVEMBER 21, 22, & 

23 

Wakanda Veteran’s 
Day Program 

November 9th @ 
9:30am
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Second graders are continuing to learn about place value and 
making numbers in multiple ways. We will soon move into adding 
and subtracting large numbers.  We are wrapping up our unit on 
narrative writing and will be starting a new unit on non-fiction 
writing.  Students will be creating their own non-fiction book.  
They will become experts in reading and writing non-fiction 
books.  The second graders have enjoyed learning about rocks 
during science.  Our focus in social studies will be moving from 
farm to pioneers.   

     Third graders have been busy finishing the study of maps.  
The Vacation Islands they created incorporated the skills they 
learned.  Our science unit of water and climate involved an 
outdoor weather station.  We checked our weather instruments 
daily and compared forecasts to the actual weather.  Telling time 
and continuing multiplication and division practice have been our 
emphasis in math.  Reading daily to work on decoding and fluency 
is helping make our third graders grow in their reading skills.  

This month in 4th Grade has been a busy one!  We have been 
working on personal narrative writing and are now transitioning 
into our persuasive essay unit.  The students are very eager to 
share their opinions!  In math we have wrapped up our first two 
modules and are now beginning Module 3 working on multi-digit 
multiplication and division.  As always the excitement is ramping 
up for Halloween! 

Fifth grade began the first phase of our Design Thinking 
Framework,  Look, Listen and Learn.  Students spent time finding 
the park that was meant for them to claim as the focus of the 
project.  We learned how to write effective letters of request and 
shipped them off to our parks.  Now each day around 2:00 we 
anxiously await the mail truck to see which parks wrote back!  

We decided to expand our Readers’ Palates with a Book Tasting 
Event.  This was a perfect way for kids to nibble on a book and 
decide if they want to devour the whole thing! When it comes to 
reading, just like eating, some kids have pickier palates than 
others. The perfect way to pique their appetites for a good read is 
to have a book tasting! It’s a great way to let young readers sample 
different authors, genres, and series. Our readers “tasted” eight to 
ten different titles and rated each according to their liking.  Of 
course, no Book Tasting is complete without SMARTIES!  Readers 
have now been grouped according to their top picks into 
Interpretive Book Clubs that will run for the next three weeks!
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Wakanda 
thanks 3M for 

their donation of 
after school 

snacks for all 
students!   

Kindergarteners 
learned all 

about fire safety 
this month from 
the Menomonie 

Fire 
Department!  


